
Children and youth, as the future gen-
erations, do not wish to inherit a toxic, 
radioactive, dirty, and carbon-driven 
world, and call on the CSD to take ac-
tion to guarantee that we have a future 
to look forward to. Providing more than 
6 billion people with energy will require 
concrete action to ensure that we meet 
the needs of the poor and not only in-
dustry. 

We fi rmly believe that renewable en-
ergy is the key to a sustainable future. 
Small-scale renewable energy projects 
offer a sustainable solution to energy 
access, providing local, context-sensi-
tive solutions that preserve the envi-
ronment. Youth have been essential 
partners in implementing small-scale 
projects; such contributions need fur-
ther support.

A clear, universally recognized defi nition 
of sustainable energy must be agreed 
on, which must take into considera-
tion principles stated in the JPOI. It is 
evident that nuclear energy and “clean” 
fossil fuels are not viable options for 
truly sustainable development; subsi-
dies supporting their exploitation must 
be phased out and used to promote en-
ergy effi ciency and renewable energy.

Global climate change is the most 
pressing issue of our generation. We 
need immediate action; we cannot rely 
on partnerships and short-term politi-
cal manoeuvring. Successful measures 
to mitigate and adapt to climate change 
demand innovative policy solutions en-
compassing multiple sectors. 

We strongly believe that corporate so-
cial responsibility and accountability 

must be emphasized; while the JPOI 
highlighted this need, it was not men-
tioned at CSD14. A framework for busi-
ness and industry to operate responsi-
bly is needed, and it is needed now.

Cleaner production should be matched 
with sustainable consumption. Mar-
ket approaches cannot ensure the best 
economic allocation of resources alone. 
Subsidies, when required, need to be 
used to secure access to energy for the 
poor. 

Children and youth want healthy air.  
Pressing air pollution issues include 
the need for a collaborative and func-
tional international policy framework.  
The costs of unsustainable transporta-
tion should be internalized. Fiscal policy 
should be used to promote public trans-
portation, fuel effi ciency, and multiple 
user initiatives.

There is a lot work to do between now 
and May. 

Measurable targets and timelines are 
required. While achieving targets needs 
cooperation from all stakeholders, gov-
ernment accountability must also be 
stressed.

Given its potential for change, we insist 
that the United Nations Decade of Edu-
cation for Sustainable Development be 
heavily emphasized at CSD15.

Recalling UN General Assembly 60/2, 
the inclusion of youth delegates in the 
international decision-making proc-
ess should be facilitated. Governments 
must fulfi l their commitment to include 
representation of youth.
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CSD 15: Bring Back the Structure
At a number of UN conferences, 
summits and commissions we 
often don’t get to discuss the right 
issues because the structure of the 
document does not effectively fa-
cilitate such discussion. The struc-
ture of a document can be critical 
on a number of fronts to the con-
versations we have and the com-
mitments we make. A good struc-
tured document:

1. Enables gaps to be clearly 
identifi ed.
2. Sets up priorities.
3. Identifi es problem areas to be 
focused on.
4. Allows for principles and 
mainstreaming to be integrated.
5. Allows for the identifi cation of 
who should be involved with the 
implementation.

An example of a well structure 
document is the approach taken 
in Agenda 21. Stakeholder Forum 
offers a contribution to the Bureau 
for CSD 15 on how we might ad-
dress the constraints and chal-
lenges building on the structure of 
Agenda 21.

Each section could be organised 
under the following structure:

I. Programme areas: Identify 
priority issues, e.g. renewable 
energy

II. Constraint or challenge be-
ing addressed

1. Basis for action: Chapters in 
Agenda 21, CSD decisions, Mil-
lennium Development Goals, set-
ting of additional targets.
2. Objectives: For each con-
straint or challenge outline the 
aims and purpose for action, e.g. 
to improve access to renewable 
energy, improve trade policy for 
energy provision.
3. Activities at all levels: In-
ternational to local action, touch-
ing on who should address which 
priorities international institu-
tions, governments and different 
stakeholders.
4. Timetable and targets: 5, 
10, 15 years to ensure some ac-
countability for action.
5. Means of implementation: 
what capacity building, technol-
ogy sharing, education and train-
ing are needed?
6. Financial resources: What 
public (domestic and foreign, aid 
and investment), Private (busi-
ness, foundations, NGOs and 
other).

7. Information for decision-
making: Monitoring and assess-
ing progress, Indicators, data 
management and provision.
8. Partnerships to deliver ac-
tion against constraints and 
challenges: Here an opportunity 
to start to focus and quantify 
partnerships on addressing con-
straints and challenges.

By Felix Dodds
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NGO DECLARATION to CSD 15 from Russia, Ukraine and Belarus
We, representatives of NGOs from Russia, Ukraine and Be-
larus, participants of Sub-Regional Consultations (Moscow, 
February 16-18, 2007) would like to attract the attention 
of the CSD to the following: The energy policy of our coun-
tries does not meet the modern challenges and cannot be 
considered as sustainable as the leaders of our countries 
still consider nuclear energy usage as one of possible op-
tions and do not give priorities to the renewable energy 
usage. CSD must not ignore the fact that nuclear energy 
does not meet criteria of sustainable development as it 
produces ultra-long-term waste and can cause Chernobyl-
like catastrophes. The risks from the nuclear energy for 
the present and future generations are unacceptable. We 

call upon CSD to recognize that nuclear energy is non sus-
tainable. We urge CSD to recommend the following: 

FOR NATIONAL GOVERNMENTS - to ban any governmental 
or public subsidies to nuclear industry, including undercut 
and hidden ones; 
FOR THE UN - to create a Commission on Nuclear Energy 
Phase Out; 
FOR IAEA - to stop promoting nuclear energy and to con-
centrate on nuclear non-proliferation, both military and 
civilian.
(contact: Andrey Ozharovskiy, ANPED Nuclear Issues - Sustain-
able Energy Working Group)
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Energy Effi ciency: 
A win-win approach

Improvements in energy effi ciency 
offer win-win solutions to the needs 
of the developing and the devel-
oped world. But, what can energy 
effi ciency bring to the CSD?

It can ….
• Improve energy use with fi nan-
cial gains for different sectors us-
ing new and cutting-edge industrial 
technologies.
• Reduce current energy use, in 
some countries, by 70% by im-
proving building.
• Reduce energy use by 10% im-
proving stand-by use, or energy 
leakage. 
• Reduce industrial energy use, 
in some countries, by 17%-33% 
through improving production 
processes by 2050. 
• Reduce carbon dioxide (CO2) 
emissions by 45%- 53% through 
improving production processes by 
2050.1 

Energy effi ciency is a win-win 
scenario  –it must be a prior-
ity for a sustainably powered 
world.

Improving energy effi ciency in the 
developing world requires tech-
nology transfer from developed 
countries; the CSD must create a 
framework that allows developing 
countries to access the benefi ts of 
energy effi ciency. Public-Private 

Partnerships is one option; further 
action is needed to promote a sus-
tainable approach to energy use. 
Developed countries, in the spirit 
of the Monterey Consensus, must 
assist developing countries in leap-
frogging to energy effi ciency tech-
nologies and capacity building.

Some Policy Priorities for En-
ergy Effi ciency

Residential use: More regulations 
for new buildings and retrofi ts of 
old infrastructure can reduce cost 
and deliver savings to homeown-
ers. Policy regulations can prescribe 
energy performance thresholds 
through MEPS, energy information 
labels, and subsidies for energy ef-
fi cient appliances, building codes, 
and other methods to promote 
savings according. Because many 
appliances are imported to the de-
veloping world, it is important to 
harmonize references to perform-

ance standards observing interna-
tional trade regulations.

Industrial use: We need to set 
benchmarks, energy auditing, 
and standards for industry, and 
these can deliver further benefi ts 
with far-sighted and transparent 
public-private and private-private 
partnerships. MEPS need to be set 
and enforced by governments, and 
these can be enhanced promoting 
voluntary measures through sav-
ings programmes.

Transportation: There are many 
policy options, and different meas-
ures and policies can help shape 
consumer behavior. Some of these 
are MEPS for national fl eets, and 
improvements in public transfor-
mation. Improved technologies can 
help cut fuel use, and these tech-
nologies can be promoted through 
tax incentives.

jh

Meeting the energy needs of the world requires a comprehensive framework that 
not only seeks to increase energy supply, but also improve the allocation and use 
of energy while reducing energy demand. Increasing and improving energy effi -
ciency can deliver benefi ts in all of the issues address at the CSD15, and policy op-
tions to exploit its potential must be refl ected in the outcomes of the Commission. 

  1
 
Figures estimated by the International Energy Agency (IEA) in its “Energy  Technologies Perspective 2006: Scenarios and Strategies for 2050” Report for the 2006 G8 summit



“Without energy, nothing will run”     

As we convene for the CSD IPM, 
participants are making equitable 
and just access to energy services 
to fulfi l basic needs of all citizens as 
contentious issues.  Raymond says 
that access must be introduced in 
energy policies with time-bound 
targets and commitments, as an 
integrated element of the Poverty 
Reduction Strategies (PRSPs) and 
National Strategies for Sustain-
able Development (NSSDs), with 
a focus on the poor and with in-
stitutional-
ised citizen 
involvement.

Energy ac-
cess for do-
mestic use 
needs to be 
i m p r o v e d . 
Women and 
children are 
taking much 
of their time 
c o l l e c t i n g 
fi re wood, as 
they do not 
have a proper biogas stove. They 
are vulnerable to in-house pollu-

tion, they are suffering from eye 
and lung problems, and their life 
expectancy is decreasing. While 
many people are dying from wa-
ter-born diseases, safe drinking 
water could be available if solar 
energy is used for purifi cation.  If 
women and children are provided 
with clean energy at affordable 
cost, global health is bound to 
improve.  

In most rural areas there is no reli-
able energy 
supply for 
irrigation, 
and people 
are forced 
to use die-
sel, which 
is not a 
sustaina-
ble means 
of energy 
and adds 
extra ex-
penses to 
agricultural 
production. 

Rural people are also dependent 
on diesel for their transportation. 

Myles put emphasis on bio-diesel 
for small scale industries at low 
cost at and as a sustainable fuel 
for the poor.

“When we are talking about pov-
erty, it does not mean that poor 
people do not want energy, they 
want energy, but they can not af-
ford it” said Myles. He said, while 
talking about poverty reduction 
and improving people’s life, Ray-
mond believes that there should 
be a mechanism to make sure that 
energy alternatives are affordable 
to address issues of poverty and 
improve the life of millions. 
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Yesterday Taking Issue talked to Raymond Myles, Secretary General for Integrated 
Sustainable Energy and Ecological Development Association, India, in developing 
countries, like India where Raymond comes from, 70% of the population lives in 
rural areas. Electric wires only distribute power to cities, while poor people see 
wires are passing over their villages and access to energy never gets to them. But 
when it reaches them, it does not last long. Access to energy for domestic use, 
particularly in Asia and Africa, is only an illusion. 

Er. Raymond Myles

“When we are talking 
about poverty it dose 
not mean that poor 
people do not want 
energy, they want 

every thing but they 
can not afford”



Micro- fi nancing can help poor 
people access energy and secure 
owner ship in the long run. Myles 
said that if the world wants to 
promote a new form of energy, 
it should not be linked to income 
generation—it should be decen-
tralized and linked with employ-
ment generation.

Energy and entrepreneurial devel-
opment are connected. Promot-
ing entrepreneurial development 
in rural areas, helps promote new 
t e c h n o l o -
gies, such 
as solar en-
ergy and 
b i o m a s s . 
S im i l a r l y, 
R a y m o n d 
b e l i e v e s 
that energy 
should be 
linked to ca-
pacity build-
ing to help 
people in 
rural areas 
understand 
the benefi ts 
of these new 
technologies. 

Energy is important to improve 
lifestyles, but if energy is not sus-
tainable and affordable, instead 
of empowering people, it will ex-
ploit them. Energy is not only re-
lated with life style, it is an input 
for every sector of development; 
health, agriculture, infrastructure, 
etc. with out energy, nothing will 
run.

As a result, there should be en-
ergy policy, which recognizes 1.5 
billion people have no access to 
energy throughout the world. Poor 

people will never have access to 
energy unless there is a policy 
with an action plan that states ac-
tivities such as capacity building, 
micro fi nancing and involvement 
of stakeholders (NGOs) in training 
as well as generating employment 
are vital.  

Myles believes that this policy 
should encourage NGOs to take 
part in the process, as civil socie-
ties are the only group that can play 
the role to make energy accessible 

for the poor. 
Civil socie-
ties can in-
tegrate the 
issue of en-
ergy in their 
a c t i v i t i e s 
when they 
are involved 
in develop-
ment ac-
tivities at 
grassroots 
level. The 
p r o b l e m 
here is that 
civil socie-
ties do not 

have the resources to train people 
nor to maintain access to energy 
unless there is a mechanism to 
make NGOs have access to funds 
in a fl exible manner. 

As a conclusion Myles said that 
policy makers have to accept that 
it is not only their document that 
is needed, but also their will; their 
will to promote and implement re-
newable energy on the long term. 
They should have a clear agenda 
of implementation and should en-
courage private sectors to provide 
energy in rural areas.  

es
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“Energy is not only 
related with life style, 
it is an input for every 

sector of develop-
ment; health, agricul-
ture, infrastructure, 
etc. with out energy, 

nothing will run.”

UN REFORM
WORKSHOP ON THE UN-
SYSTEM WIDE COHERENCE:
Recommendations of the High-
level Panel on the environmental 
architecture of the United Nations

Inter-governmental Preparatory 
Meeting for the Commission on 
Sustainable Development.

Co-sponsored by UN Non-gov-
ernmental Liaison Service (UN 
NGLS), Stakeholder Forum, the 
Brazilian Forum of NGOs and So-
cial Movements for Environmnet 
and Development (FBOMS) and 
ANPED, the Northern Alliance for 
Sustainability with support of the 
governments of Belgium, Germa-
ny, Netherlands, Norway and the 
UN Foundation.

28th FEBRUARY 2007
4.00 pm – 6 pm
Conference Room C
United Nations Headquarters, New 
York

Programme:
• Overview of the report of the 
High-level Panel on UN-System 
Wide Coherence and sustainable 
development
• Update on discussions at UNEP 
GC on environmental reform
• Update on discussions at the 
General Assembly on the environ-
ment
• Discussion on the Commission 
on Sustainable Development
• Discussion on the Sustainable 
Development Board and one coun-
try programme



Trade Unions Urge CSD Governments:

“Break-Away From Spell-Bound 
Submission to Market Forces” 
Trade unionist Lucien Royer told 
government delegations at the UN 
Commission on Sustainable Devel-
oped (CSD) this morning in New 
York that they “have fallen under a 
spell of a prevailing belief that the 
best thing they can do is to make 
themselves small – to unleash the 
forces of the market, and then get 
out of the way”. 

The representative of the Interna-
tional Trade Union Confederation 
(ITUC) told a full room of gov-
ernment and Major Group repre-
sentatives that industrial policy 
remained a main driver for achiev-
ing sustainable energy objectives 
but that “assertive state and inter-
state action was needed for new 
and considerable international reg-
ulation and constraints on the way 
markets work and on those who act 
in them”. 

“We are faced with a critical situa-
tion –such as climate change- which 
constitutes the biggest market fail-
ure in history”, he said, and that 
“national industrial planning for 
production priorities, investment, 
industrial governance and corpo-
rate accountability must now be 
made to reinforce environmental 
protection and social cohesion”. 

“The CSD must now speak up 
about how the ‘industrial relations’ 
between workers, their representa-
tives and employer organizations 
should become tools for joint im-
plementation of solutions, through 

collective bargaining, partnership 
agreements, or other legal struc-
tures related to workplaces” .

He said that workers must be-
come engaged with their employ-
ers at the workplace level to reduce 
CO2 or other contaminants and in 
cleaning up the environment. “Ef-
fective training and education must 
serve to beef up their capacities” 
he said. 

Royer warned that the next 10 
years would usher intensive re-
structuring of industry, which must 
be guided by ‘just transition’ and 
democratically-determined policies 
to identify and addresses distribu-
tional effects – especially for the 
most vulnerable, including women, 
youth and the working poor. 

Employment losses must be taken 
into account, he said, and job pro-
motion made to catalyze labour 
intensive work in energy conser-
vation, redesign & construction, 
technology implementation, and 
transportation practice – all with 
the view to also eradicate poverty. 

“Entire buildings and infrastruc-
tures will be redesigned, newly 
created, dismantled or moved yet 
past errors must not be repeated” 
he said. “Chemical compounds in 
existing structures must be han-
dled properly and others like as-
bestos or mercury must be banned 
or eliminated completely”.

Royer also warned that Govern-
ments needed to take heed of the 
serious threat of HIV/AIDS in im-
peding progress on climate change 
and poverty eradication, especially 
now in Africa and in the not to dis-
tant future within many other coun-
tries of the world. “We call here on 
the G8 Summit next June to estab-
lish a high level working group to 
yearly examine progress in tackling 
this disease,” he emphasized.

He said that the spell-bound char-
acter of governments to let loose 
market forces has led to the dam-
aging trends of privatizing utilities, 
“just when we need to instead de-
fi ne new roles for the public serv-
ice, especially for improving access 
by poor and vulnerable groups to 
much needed resources and serv-
ices”. 

“In the absence of a signifi cant-
ly bold response to our climate 
change and other catastrophes 
like HIV/AIDS, all subsequent is-
sues could fall by default – to the 
disadvantage of us all”.

“climate change and our response 
to air pollution, as well as to the 
need for industrial design must 
be placed in a context of sustain-
able development”, he concluded, 
saying that fi nancial resources for 
social & environmentally friendly 
energy must be made to support 
synergies in addressing barriers 
and effectively promoting actions 
that CSD 2007 will propose”. 

Lucien Royer // Trade Union Priorities for Action UN Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD15-IPM) 2007
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The Marrakech Process
 is a global process supporting na-
tional and regional initiatives pro-
moting the shift towards sustain-
able consumption and production 
patterns. The process was started 
as a response to demands in the 
Johannesburg Plan of Implementa-
tion calling for the development of a 
10-Year Framework of Programmes 
on Sustainable Consumption and 
Production. The fi rst international 
meeting devoted to developing the 
10 Year Framework took place in 
Marrakech, from which the process 
took its name. UNEP and UN DESA 
are the lead agencies of this global 
process.

The phases
The Marrakech Process consists of 
the following phases:

•  Organizing regional consultations 
to promote awareness and identify 
priorities and needs for SCP
•  Building regional strategies and 
implementation mechanisms with 
regional and national ownership
•  Implementing concrete projects, 
programmes and initiatives at the lo-
cal, national and regional levels
• Monitoring and evaluating progress 
and exchanging information and ex-
perience at the international level.

Between 2003 and 2005, nine re-
gional consultations were held in Af-
rica, Asia-Pacifi c, Europe and Latin 
America and the Caribbean. Interna-
tional review meetings are organized 

biannually; the last one took place 
in 2005 in Costa Rica. This year the 
international review meeting will 
take place in Stockholm, from 26-
29 June.

The challenge
The main implementation challenge 
the Marrakech process is facing 
is wide participation and support. 
Therefore, it is seeking ways in which 
participation can be broadened. Par-
ticipation needs to be broadened at 
several levels:

•  more engagement from develop-
ing countries
•  more participation from the private 
sector and civil society
•  more participation from multiple 
governments and ministries
•  more active involvement from de-
velopment cooperation agencies

The Marrakech Process is approach-
ing this challenge through its Task 
Forces, its Cooperation Dialogue with 
development agencies and by the 
promotion of national strategies on 
Sustainable Consumption and Pro-
duction.

Taskforces
In order to support the implemen-
tation of concrete projects, and to 
focus on specifi c themes of Sustain-
able Consumption and Production, 
the so-called Marrakech Task Forces 
has been created. These are volun-
tary initiatives led by governments 
that, in cooperation with other part-

ners, commit themselves to carrying 
out a set of concrete activities at na-
tional or regional level that promote 
a shift to Sustainable  and Production 
patterns. Currently, there are 7 task 
forces: cooperation with Africa, sus-
tainable products, lifestyles, procure-
ment, tourism, building construction 
and sustainable consumption.

What next?
The next step in this process is the 
third International Expert Meeting on 
the 10 Year Framework that will take 
place in Stockholm, Sweden from 26-
29 June 2007.  The meeting aims to 
have the following outcomes:

•  Review and evaluation of progress 
to as well as provide a new direction 
for future activities.
• Initial vision of what goals and key 
elements might look of the 10 year 
Framework might look like
• Stronger engagement of private 
sector and civil society through new 
entry points and platforms for coop-
eration.
• Strengthened cooperation on the 
implementation agenda for regional 
processes, including links to the work 
of the taskforces and development 
cooperation agencies.
• The announcement of several new 
Sustainable Consumption and Pro-
duction initiatives

For more information, please refer to: http://www.

un.org/esa/sustdev/sdissues/consumption/Marra-

kech/conprod10Yglobmeet.htm

kk

An often heard complaint during CSD is the lack of attention to cross-cutting 
issues. One of these cross-cutting issues is SCP, or Sustainable Consumption and 
Production. A special process is in place to monitor and follow up on this impor-
tant issue: the Marrakech Process. Taking Issue attended the UN DESA/UNEP side 
event on Monday that provided an explanation and an update of this process. 

Sustainable Consumption and Production: 

The Marrakech Process 



Question of the day
What is yout most important issue regarding 
energy?

To publish articles in this newsletter, please 
submit your text before 5:00 p.m. to one of 
the SDIN facilitating organisations’ staff.

You can also send an e-mail to: 
kirstenkossen@yahoo.com or phone us on: 
+ 47 47018337

SDIN, Sustainable Development Issues 
Network Facilitating Organisations:
ANPED, The Northern Alliance for 
Sustainability
TWN, Third World Network
ELCI, Environment Liaison Centre 
International

Public list server SDIN-Info@sdissues.net, 
for general news and announcements about 
SDIN-related or other items.
Please also visit www.sdissues.net the web-
site of the Development Issues Network.

The editors reserve the right to refuse 
articles or edit for length and clarity.

CONTRIBUTE TO TAKING ISSUE:
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Anare Matakiviti
Energy Adviser, South Pacifi c

Access to energy especially modern energy services for rural areas.

Rose Mensah-Kutin
ABANTU for Development, West Africa

I guess that the most important question for me in the context of Africa, 
is access to clean and affordable energy services in their households and 
in their economic activities. Privatization policies on the energy sector 
have not benefi ted women and there’s a need to promote energy services 
as public good to benefi t women and the poor.

Lucien Royer
Trade Unions, France

The possibility that workers through out the world will engage in concrete 
action with their employers at work place level to have reduce Carbon 
dioxide emissions and to agree on joint action at the community level.   


